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			How to Print a ‘Large Print’ Version of any PDF File
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			If you need to print a PDF pattern so the text is larger, you can do it by printing each page of the PDF so it’s split onto two sheets of paper. 







I’ve worked out which settings to use in Adobe Reader to tell it to print in this way:

	The text size will be increased (the exact amount depends on your printer, but it’ll be around 125-130%).
	No instructional text will be cut off. Note: If you see a partial line of text at the top (or bottom) of one page, don’t worry: I’ve added enough overlap that the complete line will be repeated on the previous (or next) page.
	Unfortunately, any images that are located in the middle of the page may be cut in half (so the top half of the image is printed at the bottom of one page, and the bottom half of the image is at the top of the next page).


While this isn’t a perfect solution, if you need to work from a printed copy of a pattern (instead of a digital copy where you can zoom in as much as you like) and you need large print text, this is something you can try!

Here’s how to do it:

The dialog box may look slightly different depending on your version of Adobe Reader – here are the settings in mine:







Step by step instructions:

	Open your PDF file in Adobe Reader.
	Go to File > Print
	In the print dialog settings that comes up, make the following changes:
	Printer: make sure your printer is selected at the top (where it says Printer: Adobe PDF in the picture above)
	Orientation: Landscape
	Page sizing (or scaling): Poster (or may be called ‘Tile All Pages’)
	Tile Scale: somewhere around 125-130% (see below for details)
	Overlap: 0.2 in



	Click ‘Print’ to send your file to your printer.


Setting the Maximum Scale

Your printer’s settings will control the maximum size you can print – it depends how close it can print to the edge of the page. To set the maximum zoom, you’re looking to type the largest number you can in the Tile Scale box without the page breaking onto four sheets of paper instead of two.

Here’s an example with my printer. At 125% Tile Scale, you can see in the preview box that my page has one horizontal dotted line through the middle. That’s what you want to see – it means the page will be split onto 2 sheets of paper:







At 126% Tile Scale, my page preview now has a horizontal and a vertical dotted line, indicating that it’ll be split over 4 sheets of paper:







You definitely don’t want this! The pattern would be unusable, as each line of text would be split in half vertically, plus it would waste lots of paper.

So, in my case, the largest number I can use is 125%. Play around with the number – yours may be a little higher or lower, depending on your printer’s margins.

Before and After

Before (below, left): Each page of the PDF prints in portrait format.

After (below, right): Each page of the PDF prints in landscape format, split in half so one page of the original PDF prints onto two sheets of paper. 







If you compare the size of the pattern page shown in the image above, you can see that the printed text is much larger – perfect if you need to print a PDF but find the text is just too small to comfortably read.

Of course, if you don’t need a printout, you can simply zoom the PDF to any size you need so you can read it on your screen. 

Although I’ve only ever had one request for large print patterns to date, I’m sure this technique could be useful for people with visual impairment, or anyone who needs to print a larger version of a PDF without losing any content off the edges of the printed pages – you can use this method to print any PDF file at a larger size if you need to, not just PlanetJune patterns! 
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	Anja said

	

	
	
	January 18, 2024 @ 
	11:47 am
	


	
	You have just saved me SO much time, thank you so much! I was tasked with printing a large print copy of a script, but once I enlarged the font, the tabulations were completely off and made it difficult to read. It would have taken me hours to scroll through and correct this – 108 pages worth – and would have had to do this with each new version, but this solution has completely changed the game. Many thanks!!
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	June said

	

	
	
	January 18, 2024 @ 
	12:10 pm
	


	
	
I’m so glad it was helpful!
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	Susan L. Scott said

	

	
	
	March 16, 2022 @ 
	3:33 am
	


	
	Thanks for this information.  Have never had a need to print posters before but I need everything I read in large print so I will be sure to try this hint next time I use a pattern.  Much easier than using my Kindle to enlarge a printed pattern!  Thanks also for the person who originally asked for large print.
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	MCatherine said

	

	
	
	February 12, 2022 @ 
	10:33 am
	


	
	THIS is awesome!! Thank you.
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		Leave a Reply Cancel reply

Thank you so much for taking the time to leave a comment here! I read and appreciate every comment. I only respond to questions here on the blog, so please return to this page to see my reply, or check the box below to subscribe to new comments by email.
Please note that I can only answer questions related to PlanetJune patterns and tutorials (see details), and I can only respond to questions or comments written in English. Thank you :) - June

	Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *Comment * 
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	Welcome to PlanetJune!

			







Hi, I'm June. Welcome to my world of nature-inspired crochet and crafting. I hope you enjoy your visit! 



If you'd like to get in touch, you can contact me here.









		
	
	







...Read More >>





	




	Support PlanetJune!

			Want to say thanks? You can send me money in seconds at paypal.me/planetjune (over $20) or paypal.me/planetjune2 (under $20) or send me a donation through my shop.


Or simply click through from my links before you shop at Amazon, Etsy, KnitPicks, LoveCrafts or Crochet.com, and I'll make a small commission on your purchase, at no cost to you! Start here:

♥ Support PlanetJune ♥

Tip: This link is also in the footer of every page!


Thank you so much for your support!
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